


Municipal Biographies and Statements                       As Submitted By The Candidates.

ID # 21 Stephen C. Benson          Southaven, MS   15.75 years service credit
Biography: • City of Southaven Fire Department, training officer
   • University of Memphis, bachelor’s in fire administration, projected 2014
   • City of Olive Branch, alderman, 2005-2009
   • Governor’s EMS Advisory Council, member, 2006-2001
Statement:  With sixteen years in the Public Employees Retirement System, I have a personal vested interest in the 
maintenance and management of not only my retirement funds, but also other career-long investors. I want to have a voice 
which will effectively grow and manage the funds that will become the lifeline of our retirement years. In various positions of my 
career, I have developed a financial perspective that will allow me to make the best decisions for investment and protection of 
the retirement monies without compromising the stability of our future. We deserve to reap the benefits of our efforts.  

ID # 22 Deborah L. Lea               Monticello, MS             10.25 years service credit

Biography:   • Town of Monticello, director of administration
   • University of Maryland, bachelor’s in business management
   • Mississippi Municipal Clerk’s Association, member
Statement:  Deborah Lea is the Director of Administration for the Town of Monticello Mississippi. Hired initially as Deputy Town 
Clerk, she was appointed to Town Clerk in 2005.
She received an Associate degree from Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, a Bachelor degree in Business Management 
from the University of Maryland, is a Leadership Mississippi alumnus, and has her Municipal Clerk Certification. Professionally 
Deborah has 20+ years supervisory experience, even on a multi-national level.
A Simpson County native, Deborah was previously employed by the Army and Air Force Exchange Service and is married to Dr. 
Timothy Lea of Copiah-Lincoln Community College.
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